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damental idea as Baur and his disciples, viz., to bridge over by natural means all the chasms in history and nature, so -as to get rid of all supernatural agencies. And both schools, though originally quite independent of one another, have at length happily met in the person of Strauss, as we see in his last work, "The Old and New Belief."
In order to maintain a firm position against the attacks of natural science, we must first consider tfiepur-pose for -which the Scriptures^ as a whole, were given, and thus draw a sharp line between this aim and' that of scientific investigation.
The aim of Scripture is to show us the way of salvation, and this it does by communicating religious and moral truths, which the apprehension of man, darkened as it is by sin, could never have discovered by itself. But in no respect is Scripture intended to play the part of a hand-book of natural history or philosophy, or to give us physical information which is of no essential importance for our faith. The Bible should not, therefore, be called upon as arbiter in questions of pure natural science, which-do not in the least affect morals or faith. Not even the highest inspiration could have been intended to lift the Biblical writers above the view of nature current in their day, or to give them the clear insight into natural science which was reserved as a reward for the patient toil of